
S A V E  A  T A H A N A N ,  I N C

Tahanan News - Volume 11, Issue 2 1

Tahanan News

It was a warm afternoon on July 5, 
2014. I just had lunch with relatives in 
Barangay San Pablo. A pedicab 
dropped us off the church of Our Lady 
of La Porteria Parish. Joy Cervas, who 
I fondly call Ate Joy, was already there 
setting up the place. Several of the 
graduates with their families and 
guests were already on site. You could 
easily recognize them, their faces 
gleaming and full of anticipation. 
Everyone was helping set up the 
venue. The big chalk board becomes 
the backdrop. Green plastic chairs 
arranged in rows. Several familiar 
faces I recognized – Mrs. Fe Tumarong, 
Mrs. Arlene Gacer, and Judge Tordilla. 
Mr. & Mrs. Owen Librero just arrived 
with the sound system. Atty. Manuel 
Cariño and Mrs. Zenaida Bonete were 

also in attendance. Mrs. Nora 
Garcillanosa from the neighboring 
town of Bombon was also present. The 
rain started to fall but it did not 
dampen the spirit. All graduates 
already arrived and were excited.

Ate Joy called this assembly to 
recognize those who volunteered their 
services to Save A Tahanan Movement 

Calabanga (STMC), to celebrate the 
first set of graduates of the 
Cosmetology and Sewing classes 
supported by Save A Tahanan, Inc., 
and to elect the new Board of Directors 
of STMC. After the invocation by 
Crispina Librero, Ate Joy enlightened 
everyone about the background and 
aspirations of the founding members 

Save A Tahanan’s mission is to mobilize resources to improve the lives of families through 
training and microfinancing and to empower them as responsible members of the community.
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Save the Date
SATURDAY - MAY 9, 2015

12TH ANNUAL STI CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT
Sunol Valley Golf Club

Graduates, Mentors, and STMC Founding Members

continued on Page 2

July Celebration
by Noel Parato
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Making Connections
by Roselli Tria

Now that Nuestra Senora de La Salud 
Farm School is focused on non-formal 
education, it is able to serve a larger 
sector of the Calabanga population. 
Because the first two classes offered 
were Cosmetology and Dressmaking, 
all students were women. Some have 
families, others don’t. They all signed 
up to learn a new skill.

Mrs. Ramos, one of the graduates of the 
dressmaking class, is an experienced 
tailor. She signed up to learn how to 
sew collars and learn other skills that 
tailors don’t use. She worked for a 
tailoring shop until it closed down due 
to competition from ready-to-wear 
makers. A friend told her that garment 
factories in Manila sell bags of remnants 
at very reasonable prices and the 
materials are clean and good to use.

Thus began her business of hand-sewn 
children’s shirts and shorts. Because she 
sells these at very affordable prices, her 
products immediately sell out. She also 
buys large shirts from ‘ukay-ukay’ 
stalls, take them in to a size that people 
can wear. Using the excess material, she 
made more clothes for children. 
Nothing goes to waste.

The demand for her products allows 
Mrs. Ramos to grow her business. She 
can employ graduates of the dress-
making class and provide supervised 
experience. In her discussions with Joy 
Cervas, the administrator of micro-
financing projects of Save A Tahanan 
Movement Calabanga, Joy proposed a 
joint venture. This arrangement will 
benefit both parties.

This business creates jobs and benefits 
the local community. There is a shortage 
of sewing professionals in Calabanga 
and this project can help meet this local 
need. ◼◻◼

of Save A Tahanan Movement. It was an 
interesting story of caring for neighbors. 
We were graced with the presence of 
founding members Judge Corazon 
Tordilla, Attorney Manuel Cariño, Mr. 
Jose Claron, and Mrs. Zenaida Bonete. I 
had the privilege of presenting each of 
them with a plaque of recognition for 
their many years of service to Save A 
Tahanan Movement, Calabanga. 

One by one, the graduates marched and 
each of them received their Certificate of 
Completion. They were all excited.  It 
was a culmination of their hard work. 
Seven graduates are now beauticians 
who will help enhance the inherent 
beauty of their customers. Another seven 
are now dressmakers who can meet the 
demands of local market. They have 
become contributing members of society. 
They can see opportunities. I also gave 
Certificates of Appreciation to the 
mentors of the non-formal education 
namely Fritzi Nuyles, Alice Cambiado 
and Criselda Santos for cosmetology and 
Aida San Gabriel for the sewing class.

The new Board of Directors of STMC 
was formed from those in attendance. 
Chosen were Nora Garcillanosa (for 
Bombon), Crispina Librero, Aida San 
Gabriel (mentor for sewing class, a 
retired CBSUA instructor), Dominador 
Azanes Jr. (Barangay Captain of San 
Lucas, Calabanga) and Jose Claron 
(STMC pioneer, former barangay captain 
of San Vicente and former President of 
Association of Barangay Captains in 
Calabanga). They were requested to take 
oath which was administered by Atty. 
Manuel Cariño.

I gave a brief closing remark, wishing 
them well as they continue their journey. 
Then, everyone joined the group pictures 
and enjoyed taking selfies. Some office 
supplies donated by STI in the U.S. were 
distributed, too. The affair ended with 
light snacks of sandwich and cold soft 
drinks. 

I had a bit of disappointment because 
none of the STMC scholars made it to 
the affair but still excited on the prospect 
of the graduates. The rain also stopped 
pouring, a reprieve from another hot 
afternoon in the tropics.!◼◻◼

July Celebration
continued from page 1

Mrs. Ramos with Joy Cervas at one of the sewing stations
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Last June, Mrs. Bonete and I paid a visit 
to the Calabanga campus of Central Bicol 
State University of Agriculture (CBSUA) 
where many of the scholars are enrolled. 
We met with:

-  Mr. Domingo A. Diaz, Dean of 
College of Education, 

- Mrs. Mercy P. Luntok, Director of 
Student Development and Resource 
Services, and

- Dr. Helen L. Madela, Administrator.

I learned the following:
- This campus mainly serves the 

working class. At least 70% of the 
students receive financial assistance.

- The College of Education maintains 
strict standards. Students, at the end 
of their first and second years, are 
required to pass a qualifying exam 
before getting promoted. This is on 
top of meeting their course 
requirements.

- The college encourages student 
participation in education conferences 
and helps students finance attendance.

- STMC scholars have participated in 
these conferences and have done well.

- Dr. Madela would like to see more 
community involvement, such as 
providing technical support for 
community projects.

Dr. Madela started her position this 
schoolyear and our scholars have 
expressed excitement over their new 
administrator. She comes across with 
positive, vibrant energy and we look 
forward to working with her. ◼◻◼

CBSUA Visit
by Roselli Tria

Visit with CBSUA Staff
Seated L-R: Mrs. Zenaida Bonete, Dr. Helen Madela

Standing L-R: Mrs. Mercy Luntok, Roselli Tria, Mr. Domingo Diaz, Ms. Evelyn Salomon

Microfinancing Updates
Also during my visit, Joy Cervas and I met with potential 
borrowers from Dominorog and Bombon. Joy will now be 
administering transactions by members of these groups. The 

loans from the Bombon group was previously administered 
by Mrs. Nora Garcillanosa. She welcomes this change.
Aside from the traditional microfinancing that has been 
provided all these years, STMC is looking into short term 
joint-venture agreements. ◼◻◼

Bombon Meeting

Dominorog Meeting
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Save A Tahanan, Inc.
40343 Robin Street
Fremont, CA 94538 USA
phone: 510.673.9076
website: www.save-a-tahanan.org
email: info@save-a-tahanan.org

Thank you, Golfers!!

We look forward to seeing you next year.

2014 STI Charity Golf Tournament

Save A Tahanan, Inc. is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt nonprofit organization. 
Your contribution is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. Any 
amount you can donate to our microfinancing and scholarship funds 
will greatly help our beneficiaries. Ask us about our various programs.

Trophy Recipients

On Saturday, May 3, 2014 forty-eight golfers participated at our 11th Annual Charity Golf Tournament. It 
was perfect golf weather in the morning and great barbecue weather later that day.
Thanks to our golfers, donors and hole sponsors, we were able to raise $5000 for our poverty-alleviation 
programs. We also thank our many volunteers who helped make this possible - from planning this event 
to getting food on the table. We could not have done it without you.

ABS CBN Foundation
Bay Area Bumpers
Center for Integrative Medicine
Cook Realty Foundation
Environmental Data Systems
Impact Promotions
Quick Printing 

Rabin Worldwide
Ambassador Manolo M. Lopez
Arnel Tecson
Donnie Pestrana
Pacifico Quimson, Jr.
Ysmael & Aida Chanco

The 2014 Hole Sponsors
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